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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for testing at least one link in a communications 
network, the system comprising: 

a first analyzer unit in data communication with the network; 
a second analyzer unit in data communication with the first analyzer; and 
a computer in data communication with the first and second analyzers, the 
computer being configured to command the first analyzer unit to establish a network link 
with the second analyzer unit, collect diagnostic data from the network link, and 
communicate the data from the first analyzer unit to the computer, wherein the computer 
is at a location that is different from the location of th e first and s e cond analyz e r units 
configured to determine whether a parameter associated with the diagn ostic data deviates 
from a network baseline bv a predetermined threshold . 

2. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the first and second analyzer 
units are connected to the network at the location of the network boundary. 

3. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the network includes at least 
one of ATM, frame relay, Internet, ISDN, and SONET circuits. 

4. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the computer is configured 
to communicate with the first and second analyzer units via a facilities data link (FDL). 

5. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the first analyzer unit is 
configured to measure at least one communication parameter in the network link. 

6. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 5, wherein the communication 
parameter includes at least one of a packet loss and packet latency of the network link. 

7. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 1, wherein at least one of the first and 
second analyzer units is configured to non-intrusively inject data in the network. 
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8. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the first analyzer unit is 
configured to collect baseline diagnostic data over a predetermined duration to represent a 
network baseline. 

9. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 8, wherein the computer issues an alert 
in the event that the diagnostic data deviate from the baseline by a predetermined threshold. , 

1 0. (Original) A method of testing at least one link in a communications network, the 
method comprising: 

establishing a link between a first analyzer unit and a second analyzer unit that are 
connected to the network; 

measuring at least one communication parameter of the link; 

determining whether the communication parameter deviates from a network 
baseline by a predetermined threshold; and 

issuing an alert in the event that the communication parameter deviates from the 
network baseline by the predetermined threshold. 

1 1 . (Original) The method as defined in Claim 1 0, further comprising transmitting the 
communication parameter to a computer. 

12. (Original) The method as defined in Claim 10, further comprising remotely 
commanding the first and second analyzer units via commands via the network. 

13. (Original) The method as defined in Claim 10, further comprising remotely 
commanding the first and second analyzer units via commands communicated over a facilities 
data link (FDL). 

14. (Original) The method as defined in Claim 10, further comprising collecting 
diagnostic data from the network for a predetermined duration, the diagnostic data representing a 
network baseline. 

15. (Original) The method as defined in Claim 14, further comprising estimating a 
statistical average of the at least one communication parameter for the same time, day, and 
location. 

16. (Original) The method as defined in Claim 10, further comprising non-intrusively 
injecting data by the first analyzer unit into the network. 
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17. (Original) The method as defined in Claim 16, further comprising receiving the 
non-intrusively inj ected data by the second analyzer unit from the network. 

18. (Original) The method as defined in Claim 10, wherein measuring at least one 
communication parameter includes measuring at least one of a packet loss and packet latency of 
the link. 

19. (Currently Amended) A system for testing at least one link in a communications 
network, the system comprising: 

first means for analyzing the link, the first analyzing means in being data 

communication with the network; 

second means for analyzing the link, the second analyzing means being in data 
communication with the first analyzing means; and 

means for controlling the first and second analyzing means, the controlling means 
being configured to command the first analyzing means to establish a network link with 
the second analyzing means, collect diagnostic data from the network link, and 
communicate the data from the first analyzing means to the controlling means, and 
wherein the controlling means is at a location that is different from the location of the 
fi r r t n»ri mnnnH nnnl^inp mannr . configured to determi n e whether a parameter associated 
with the diagnostic data deviates from a network baseline by a predetermined threshold. 

20. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 19, wherein the network includes at 
least on of an ATM, frame relay, Internet, ISDN, and SONET circuits. 

21. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 19, wherein the controlling means 
communicates data with the first and second analyzing means via a facilities data link (FDL). 

22. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 19, wherein the first analyzing means 
measures a packet loss and latency of the network link. 

23. (Original) The system as defined in Claim 19, wherein at least one of the first and 
second analyzing means non-intrusively injects data in the network. 
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Please add Claim 24 as follows: 

24. (NEW) The system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the computer is further 
configured to estimate the average packet loss or latency during a predetermined period of time 
to establish the network baseline. 




